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He was essentially Christian since his blasphemy is the product of partial belief.
Thoroughly perverse and insufierable, a man with a talent for ingratitude and
unsociability, intolerably irritable, with a mulish determination to make the worst
of everything; to squander money, alienate friends, and disdain good fortune.
These were the weaknesses he had the genius to exploit rather than overcome.
(LS. Eliot)

He opened a trough of cursed poetry in the heart of capitalist society.
(Georges Bataille)

His wilful perversity consisted in considering his own life from the
standpoint of death.
(Jean-Paul Sartre)

He was the poet of the modern city who placeﬂ the shock experience
at the centre of his work.
(Walter Benjamin)
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